
Mrs. Rodrigues & Miss Ta 

LEARNING TO 
READ 



What is an Independent Reading Level?
à Independent reading level is the level a child can read at 

without the help of an adult. 

à What level should my child be reading now? Level K



Level C Text: Kindergarten 



Level G Text: First Grade



Level J Text Level K Text



Helping your child learn to read: 

•Sight words
•Decoding/ Phonics
•Fluency
•Comprehension
•Vocabulary 



What are Sight Words? 
•àSight words are common words that do not follow the 

phonics rules and are important for students to read 
automatically. 

•Ex) said, listen, enough 



What is Decoding / Phonics ?
•à Learning the relationship between letters and sounds 



What is Fluency?
•à Reading with speed, accuracy, and proper expression. (Reading 

smoothly)  



What is reading comprehension? 
•à The ability to accurately understand written material

• Students should be able to: 
• Ask and Answer Questions (Who, What, Where, When, Why, How)
• Identify Main Topic and Key Details in multi paragraph text  (What the 

text is mostly about)
• Identify Text Features (Table of contents, captions, glossary etc.) 
• Use Context Clues ( determine the meaning of unfamiliar words) 
• Compare and Contrast(how the text is the same & different) 
• Author’s Point of View (author’s perspective on a topic) 
• Author’s Purpose 
• Identify and Describe Images in order to clarify a text
• Describe and Identify Events or Ideas 



Teach your child to ask and answer questions about the text:

• à Ask and answer who, what, where, when, why, and how questions to help  
with your child’s understanding of the text. 

Asking questions : 
àStudents come up with a question 
about what they have read.

• Ex) “Why do hedgehogs hibernate?” 

• Answering questions: 
àStudents should be able to answer questions 
about the text in complete sentences. 
• Ex)  Q: “When do hedgehogs eat a lot of food?

A: “Hedgehogs eat a lot of food in the Fall.” 



Let’s Practice! 
Apples

1.

1. Write one question to ask about the 
paragraph. 
2. Answer the following question in a 
complete sentence: 

à Why are apples a healthy snack? 



Homework 


